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‘WOW?!’: See
Dua Lipa
channel

Gloria Estefan

at concert in
Miami

BY MADELEINE MARR

MMarr@miamiherald.com

Dua Lipa, FTW!

The British pop star brought the
house down Friday night at the
Kaseya Center pulling off the (close
to) impossible.

In the second act of her concert,
the first of two Miami shows on her

Radical Optimism Tour, Lipa began
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SCREENSHOT, INSTAGRAM

Vanessa Pulgarin, born in Medellin, is the new Miss Universe Colombia 2025 and will represent her
country at the Miss Universe pageant in Thailand in November.

BY SARAH MORENO
SMoreno@elnuevoherald.com

chosen to represent U.S. Latinos

at Miss Universe 2025.
Colombian network RCN

bought the format from Tele-

media.

AGE IS EXPERIENCE AT MISS
UNIVERSE
In 2023 the Miss Universe

BIRTHDAYS
32 Britannica

Biographical information
from October 6 is from
Encyclopaedia Britannica.
Explore more at britannica-
.com.

Hafez al-Assad, president
of Syria (b. 1930).

Thor Heyerdahl, Norwe-
gian ethnologist (b. 1914).

Carole Lombard, American
actress (b. 1908).

Le Corbusier, Swiss archi-
tect (b. 1887).

Louis-Philippe, king of
France (b. 1773).

ON THIS DATE

Historical events from
October 6 are brought to
you by Encyclopaedia Britan-
nica. Explore more at britan-
nica.com.

2000: Near Sakaiminato,
Japan, an earthquake of
magnitude 7.3 struck, the

to belt out a classic by a local le-
gend. (The 30-year-old is known
for doing covers of songs by artists
from the town she’s visiting).

Vanessa Pulgarin, a communi-
cations student born in Medellin,
is the new Miss Universe Col-
ombia and will represent the coun-

mundo and aired its own ver-
sion as a nine-episode reality
series. Contestants were eval-
uated on more than just their

most powerful earthquake
since the devastating Kobe
earthquake of 1995, but
damage and casualties were

pageant changed its rules to
broaden the range of contes-
tants, allowing new queens to be

That would be Gloria Estefan’s
1985 hit “Conga.”

“Come on, shake your body,
baby, do the conga, I know you

Dua Lipa

can’t control your-
self any longer,”

her hips in a black,
lacy bodysuit. “Feel
the rhythm of the

ger. Don’t you fight
it ’til you’ve tried it
do the conga beat!”
After the rousing

show, Estefan re-

shared a clip on her Instagram,
giving it a rave review in both En-
glish and Spanish.

“WOW! I love Dua Lipa and was
honored by her performance of
#conga here in Miami!” wrote the

Cuban icon, 68. “Thank you! I am a
'”

big fan!

Fans flooded the comments sec-
tion in agreement:

“When a Queen pays tribute to
another Queen.”

‘Beautiful!!! Body, voice and
attitude!!! The best!!

“Not easy to emulate Gloria ...
but she was awesome!!”

sang Lipa, swiveling

music getting stron-

And this, from someone who

try at the Miss Universe pageant in
Thailand on Nov. 21.

For the first time, the Miss Uni-
verse Colombia title was chosen
through a reality show: Miss Uni-
verse Latina: El Reality, broadcast
on RCN.

Pulgarin’s victory on Sept. 28 in
Bogota was not without contro-
versy, which often happens at the
start of beauty reigns when the
public disagrees with the judges’
decision because they were rooting
for another candidate.

The controversy centered on
Pulgarin’s age, 34, which many
pointed out exceeds the usual
standards of other beauty pageants
in Colombia, according to Us Mag-
azine.

“She looks more like a Mrs. than
a Miss,” wrote a commenter under
an Instagram post by the Miss
Universe Colombia organization.

“They put in 30 unattractive girls
so this 34-year-old woman can win,
be serious. A sure bet in Thailand,”
said one commenter. Another said
Pulgarin could be at a disadvantage
“when she’s up against girls of
18-19 who give a good answer...
they will make her cry.”

MISS UNIVERSE COLOMBIA

CHOSEN IN A REALITY SHOW
Miss Universe Colombia’s reality

show followed the format of “Miss

runway presence — they were
judged on communication skills,
language ability, etiquette and
physical fitness.

The latter is one of Pulgarin’s
strong suits. She often shares
her passion for fitness and
sports on social media, hoping
to inspire other women.

“I think the most important
thing is to use our platforms to
inspire others. For me, that’s
through sports and a healthy
lifestyle,” Pulgarin said when
asked about the difference be-
tween “a viral figure” and “
truly influential person on social
media,” according to El Tiempo.

She also praised the reality
show for the opportunities it
gave her to learn and to connect
with people along the way.

“This achievement comes from
a dream I share with my parents
and is strengthened by the love,
dedication and commitment of
an incredible team that supported
me every step of the way. To all
of you, thank you for believing in
me and being part of this story,”
said Pulgarin, who represented
the department of Antioquia.

Speaking about her social
project, Pulgarin — switching
effortlessly to English — said
she has traveled throughout

mothers and removing strict age
limits. Previously contestants
had to be 18-28, but now they
only need to be adults.

Age has not stopped queens
like Nicole Peiliker, 41 and
mother of four, from represent-
ing the Caribbean island of
Bonaire at Miss Universe.

Peiliker, the oldest contestant
in 2025, is one year older than
Beatrice Njoya, who became the
oldest contestant at Miss Uni-
verse in 2024. Njoya, then 40,
was Miss Universe Malta.

The story of Brazilian actress
and model Cristina Leite is also
inspiring: She became the first
contestant over 50 in the Miss
Universe Brasil competition.

Experience — and age — are
very much on Pulgarin's side: In
2017 she became Sefiorita Anti-
oquia and later was the national
runner-up, placing second in the
Concurso de Belleza de Col-
ombia in 2017. She then repre-
sented the country at Miss In-
ternational 2017 in Japan.

Some followers of Miss Uni-
verse Colombia this year argued
that if Pulgarin had already
competed in several pageants
and didn’t win first place in
Colombia, there's not much
chance she'll be among the
favorites at the global contest.

relatively low because the
epicentre was in a sparsely
inhabited area.

1993: Michael Jordan
retired from professional
basketball, saying “I don’t
have anything else to prove,”
only to return in March 1995.

1973: On this day in 1973,
on the Jewish holy day of
Yom Kippur, Egypt and Syria
attacked Israel, which suf-
fered heavy casualties, but
Israeli forces successfully
fought back, and the war
eventually ended inconclu-
sively.

1960: The American
adventure film Spartacus,
directed by Stanley Kubrick
and starring Kirk Douglas,
had its world premiere; it
won several Academy
Awards, including best
supporting actor for Peter
Ustinov.

1927: The Jazz Singer,
starring Al Jolson, premiered
in New York City, introducing
the sound era of motion
pictures.

1892: The English poet
widely regarded as the chief
representative of the Victor-
ian Age in poetry, Alfred,
Lord Tennyson, died at age
83.

891: Formosus was elected

Colombia meeting with vul-

pope; his posthumous trial in
897 is one of the most bi-
zarre incidents in papal
history.

“Vanessa has plenty of atti-
tude, but at Miss Universe, I
don’t know, I think she’s already
used up her chance to go there,”
said an Instagram user.

Universe Latina: El Reality,” which
Telemundo broadcast from Miami
in July. That’s where Dominican
contestant Yamilex Hernandez was

actually witnessed Lipa in all her
glory: “I was there and I could feel
how the WHOLE place screamed
and vibrated.”

nerable communities.

“I've done my part, and every
time I did, I felt I received more
than I gave,” she wrote on social
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TODAY’S HIGHLIGHTS

8 PM Street Outlaws: No
Prep Kings The biggest names
in no-prep racing prepare to
compete for a life-changing
cash prize as Season 6 of this
high-octane series makes its
debut. Outlaws veteran Chuck
takes on a new role as a race
master, upping the ante for all
racers involved.

8 PM NFL
Football Kansas City Chiefs
at Jacksonville Jaguars After
a slow start to the season,
can Patrick Mahomes and
the Kansas City Chiefs get
back to their winning ways?
However, Trevor Lawrence and
the Jacksonville Jaguars will

not make it easy for the Chiefs
when they clash at EverBank
Stadium.

to share a tasteful message
from the other side. Judges
Carla Hall, Zac Young and
Stephanie Boswell choose
who gets $1,000 and who
gets to leave.

brings together eight of the
most hilarious and biting
roastmasters to bank the
maximum amount of prize
money across multiple rounds
by answering rapid-fire trivia
questions. Each incorrect
answer breaks the chain and
drops the cash.

8 PM Francis The U.S.
Army is struggling in Burma
during World War Il until Peter
Stirling (Donald O’Connor)
becomes a hero after he starts
getting strategic military
suggestions from a talking
mule named Francis (Chill
Willis). Tony Curtis and ZaSu
Pitts also star.

9PM Seeking Sister Wife
During this latest episode,
Dannielle Merrifield struggles
with making room for Lorrana,
Nick Davis tries his best to
navigate his uncertain feelings
for Teresa, Matt Johnson and
Shanay adventure out to a
hotel and the Peraltas are in
the hot seat.

10 PM Thirteen Ghosts
Upon falling on difficult
financial times, Arthur (Tony
Shalhoub) decides to move
his family into the house
his ghost hunting uncle (F.
Murray Abraham) left for him.
However, Arthur soon finds
out that the house is haunted
by 13 vengeful spirits.

9PM Halloween Baking
Championship Ouija or won’t
he? Host John Henson asks
the bakers to make cryptic
message desserts that seem

9PM The Weakest
Link This time, Jane Lynch

Travis Kelce of the Kansas City Chiefs



